Molars of 35 skulls of Hystrix brachyura brachyura Linnaeus, 
Introduction

Material and methods
Material
For this study 35 Van Weers (1979: 221) .
Measurements
As far as possible, the molars were taken from the skulls and occlusal breadth, occlusal length and the Bijdragen to I de Dierkunde, 60 (2) 121-134 (1990) SPB Academie Publishing bv, The Hague
The wide individual variation in dental patterns, combinedwith the variation depending on The age-classes I to IV are considered "young", class V is "subadult", VI "adult" and VII "old".
Problems with dental nomenclature Stirton's (1935) Bosma (1968) , Van Weers (1985) A basis for a more appropriate nomenclature could be looked for in Wood & Wilson's (1936) widely accepted system for rodent teeth with cusps. is five-crested with four synclines, and a basically five-crested pattern for Hystricidae seems to be generally accepted (Wood, 1974: 38 The breadth and height of the p4 do not differ from those of the ml and m2 but this molar is certainly longer (mean length p4 = 7.9 mm, against 6.7 and 7.0 mm of ml and m2). Because the Ml and M2 as well as the ml and m2 do not show significant differences, there is no objection to treat these teeth as one sample (respectively Ml -2 and ml -2) as done in Table V .
Dimensions in relation to class of wear
In Table V the dimensions of Ml-2 and ml-2 in relation to their class of wear are presented. G: 4 to 6 islands present, no fold left. 
Changes in occlusal patterns by wear
The selection of the wear patterns for the representation in the Plates I to III was in the first place based on the frequency of these patterns, but was further arbitrary. In Al (Plate I, Fig. 1 ) fold I is has not yet split, but island 4 has already disappeared. G7 is the most frequent pattern in the sample studied. There the islands 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 can be easily identified. From G8 to H2 that is no more possible.
In the present study in the lower molars three lin- range, mean, number of specimens (n) and standard deviation (s).
H. b. brachyura Table IV Table II . Table II . Figs. 5, 6, 12 = m3; Figs. 7, 8 = d4; Figs. 9, 10, 13, 14, 17, 19, 20 = m1; Figs. 11, 15, 16, 18 = when possible it will be applied in continued study.
